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Controversial Subject with Strong Opinions -




What is a spay/ovariohysterectomy and
neutering?

* OVH: Surgical removal of both ovaries and the uterus

* Neutering: Surgical removal of both testicles
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Potential Benefits of Spaying and Neutering -
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Potential Benefits of Spaying and Neutering -

 Health Benefits

PAYING AND NEUTERING -WE WILL DISCUSS



Population Control

* Great lengths to mate when there is a willing pair!

 Millions of unwanted dogs and cats are relinquished each year
* Many are euthanized

e Strays

» As dogs do not go through menopause, they can generate offspring
lifelong




Behavioral Problems
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Potential Decreased Risk for Health Problems -
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Mammary Gland Cancer
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Mammary Gland Cancer - Hormonal Influence -
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Mammary Gland Cancer










Uterine
Horn
Uterus - “Y" shaped,
containing the uterine
hody and the uterine
homs. Puppies grow
in the homs during
pregnancy.

Cervix — "ii:tt':g‘?d_ _—
wi efia
and pus







Testicular Cancer

ental
oblems
r risk of testicular cancer)

males that develop this form of cancer
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Prostate Disorders -

of prostate cancer




Cons of Spaying and Neutering

* For our breed

* Orthopedic disease - cruciate tears in large breeds
* Hormonal incontinence in females

* Activity/Performance?

* Weight gain?

e Cancer risk for tumors other than of the repro system may
be lower, but data is conflicting
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Cons of Spaying and Neutering

* Non-reproductive Cancer Risk?
* Lymphoma,Hemangiosarcoma, Mast Cell Cancer, others

* Many factors influence the development of cancer
» Genetics/Breed
* Environment
» Age
« Spay/Neuter status

Data is conflicting regarding specific tumor types and breeds. Until we better define this...we just can’t say.



When to Spay/Neuter?

Mammary cancer

tal sy ature (>12-18 months)



Conflicting information and a controversial
topic
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What about ovariectomy (removing only ovaries) -
ess invasive










